
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 

Greetings Comets!  Fall weather has finally arrived.  What a great time of year to 

enjoy the cool air, the leaves changing, pumpkins and mums here in Loudoun 

County!   

Thank you to all who were able to attend the Volunteer Breakfast/1st HPTA 

General Meeting on Tuesday, September 19 at 8:15.  We had approximately 40+ in 

attendance.  If you were not able to join us and are wanting information about 

volunteer opportunities, please contact the office and we can send you a copy of the 

PowerPoint presentation and Volunteer Handbook that were shared that morning.  

Please remember to have your license/ID scanned in the office RAPTOR computer 

system and return a completed copy of the LCPS Volunteer/Mentor Application if 

you are planning on volunteering in the school throughout the year.  These forms 

are maintained in the office.   

 

During this time in the school year, teachers start contacting parents to arrange for  

parent-teacher conferences. The purpose for scheduling conferences at this time in 

the school year is to give parents and teachers an opportunity to meet and share 

information about students – preferably your own children. The sharing of 

information between the teacher and parent should serve to strengthen the home-

school connection. I hope that the conference experience will be enjoyed by all that 

participate. Please keep in mind the  

following: 

  

 Staff may not be in the office before 7:00 am; but there is someone in the 

office by 7:00 am to buzz people in to the building.  Please sign in at the 

office before heading down to the classroom for your scheduled conference. 

 After dismissal until 4:00 there is an office staff member available to buzz 

you in. You will still need to check in at the office before heading to the 

classroom for your scheduled conference after school hours.   

 After 4:00 pm the building is locked. Teachers will meet parents at the front 

entrance for any conferences scheduled after 4:00 pm. Please keep in mind 

that they may be delayed momentarily between conference times. Feel free 

to have a seat at the benches until they come to let you in the building. 

 

Happy Fall!  

Jennifer Ewing 

P.S. Please see page 5 for a special invitation to our veteran’s day assembly! 
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OCTOBER EVENTS 

Thursday, October 5 
PTA Executive Board Meeting, 
8:00 am 
 
Monday, October 9 
Columbus Day Holiday, No 
School 
 
Tuesday, October 10 
PTA General Membership 
Meeting, 6:30 pm 
 
Wednesday, October 11 
Donuts with Dudes, Last names 
A-K, 7:00 am 
Moveable Monday (follow 
Monday specials schedule) 
 
Thursday, October 12 
Donuts with Dudes, Last names 
L-Z, 7:00 am 
 
Friday, October 13 
Kindergarten Field Trip to Great 
Country Farms 
First Grade Field Trip to Frying 
Pan Park 

 
Wednesday, October 18 
Makeup Pictures 
 
Friday, October 20 
Poetry Masters Recitations 
PTA Monster Mash, 6:30 
 
October 24 – October 27 
Red Ribbon Week (see p.3 ) 
 
Monday, October 23 

PTA Spirit Day/Night at Coal 
Fire Pizza 
Student Holiday/Teacher Work 
Day 
 
Thursday, October 26 
Moveable Monday (follow 
Monday specials schedule) 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Horizon's Monster Mash will be held on 
Friday, October 20th from 6:30 PM - 8:30 

PM, so get your costumes and dancing shoes 
ready!! Look for more spooky details to 

come!! 
 

We would appreciate your help to make this 
spooktacular event a success! 

Please check out the SignUp Genius for 
volunteer opportunities for this 

event: http://www.signupgenius.com/go
/508094badaf2ca20-monster 

 
Please email social@horizonelempta.com if 

you have any questions! 
 

 

Have you been clipping your Box Tops?  The 
October 13 deadline is quickly approaching!  If 
possible, please send your trimmed Box Tops 

in groups of 10 or 50:  they can be grouped 
with a rubber band, in an envelope, or in a zip 

top bag.  Please check to make sure they 
haven’t expired!  The class that brings in the 
most Box Tops earns coupons for free kids’ 

meals from the Sugarland Crossing Chick-fil-A.  
Yummy! 

Questions?  Contact Sunny Flatla, Box Tops 
Coordinator, at sunny_418@hotmail.com or 

571-245-2197.  Happy clipping! 

 

 

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND TEAMS ARE NOW FORMING!! 

Teams are now forming for the 2017-2018 Odyssey of the Mind competition.  In this creative-thinking, 

problem-solving adventure there are two types of problems.  From October through March, the teams work 

on solutions in one of five Long-Term problem areas.  These are vehicle, technical, classics, structure, and 

performance for students in grades 3-5.  Students in K-2 may participate on a Primary team, however, they 

have only one problem designated for their division.  All teams also practice solving Spontaneous problems 

in three areas: Verbal, Hands-On, and Combined. 

On the day of the Regional Tournament, Saturday, February 24, 2018, teams present their solution to the 

Long-Term problem and are given a Spontaneous problem to solve in just a few minutes.  

Teams are formed with five to seven members, and begin meeting once a week in October.  The day and 

time are determined by the team.  As the tournament gets closer, teams begin meeting more frequently.  

Teams can be formed by finding a group of friends, or by turning in a Request for Participation.  We try 

our best to find members who are interested in the same problem type for Long-Term. 

We will hold an information meeting on Thursday, October 5, 2017 at 6:30p.m. in the school library.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Mrs. Tate at linda.tate@lcps.org  

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094badaf2ca20-monster
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094badaf2ca20-monster
mailto:social@horizonelempta.com
mailto:sunny_418@hotmail.com
mailto:linda.tate@lcps.org


Red Ribbon Week SpiRit dayS 

October 24 – 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tuesday, October 24 “Our future is bright, say no to drugs.” 
Wear neon colors, 

sunglasses 

Wednesday, October 25 “Hats off to being drug free”. Wear a hat 

Thursday, October 26 “Follow your dreams, stay drug free.” Wear pajamas 

Friday, October 27 “Comets soar, drug free.” Wear Comet spirit wear 

 

  



 

  
 

Monster Mash 
The annual Horizon Monster Mash is scheduled for Friday, Oct. 20, 

6:30-8:30 pm but we need your help to make it a success. Sign up to help decorate, run a 

game or bake treats for the cake walk or bake sale. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094badaf2ca20-monster 

 

Teacher and Staff Copier Help 
We are always looking for parents to donate an hour each week, every other week or 

even once a month to come in and assist the teachers and staff with copying and 

laminating. For more information contact: 

volunteer@horizonelempta.com  
 

HORIZON HAS CAR 

MAGNETS FOR 

SALE! 

SHOW YOUR COMET 

SPIRIT! 

CAR MAGNETS ARE ONLY $5 

AND ARE AVAILABLE IN THE 

OFFICE. 

(EXACT CHANGE OR CHECKS MADE OUT 

TO HORIZON ELEMENTARY ONLY) 

 

 

Attention Horizon Shoppers! 

Horizon’s school store will be opening the 

week of October 16th! For those who may 

not know, the school store is run by a team 

of responsible 5th graders, and carries fun 

pens, pencils, erasers, novelties, and much 

more! Shopping hours are as follows: 

Tuesdays 7:30-7:50: Grades K-2 

Thursdaysp 

 7:30-7:50: Grades 3-5 

Happy Shopping! 

(They accept cash only and please, no large bills.) 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094badaf2ca20-monster
mailto:volunteer@horizonelempta.com


 
Calling all Poetry Masters! 

 

Please join us this month for the first Poetry Masters of the 2017-2018 school year! Students in 

grades 1-5 are invited to participate in this optional challenge activity that celebrates poetry of all 

kinds.  

How does it work? Once each month, students are presented with a choice of poems that vary in 

difficulty. Their challenge is to select one poem from his or her grade category to memorize. 

Optionally, students may choose a poem from their class poetry units or a favorite poem of their 

own. Students will have at least two weeks to prepare, then come ready to recite their poem 

verbatim to a poetry listener on the designated date. Students who correctly recite the poem will 

receive a Poetry Masters memento and see their name in the next issue of the Comet Courier!  

This month, poetry selections will be made available during the first week of October. Any 

student who wishes to participate will memorize their poem and come ready to recite it on Friday, 

October 20. Please bring a copy of the poem so that we can follow along. We look forward to 

seeing you then! 

 

 

Do you have any gently used toys that you 

could pass on to our preschool program? The 

Early Childhood Special Education- Autism 

(ECSE-A) class would love to have those 

preschool toys (Age: 2-4 years old) of all 

types. We also need crayons, washable 

markers, playdough, etc. 

Please drop off toys to the Front Office 

(attn: Room 24 classroom), or you may feel 

free to send them in a bag in your child’s 

backpack. Contact Su Ji Park, ECSE-A 

teacher, with any questions at 

su.park@lcps.org. 

Thank you!! 

 

  

VETERAN’S DAY 

ASSEMBLY 

Dear Comet Family, 

Horizon Elementary cordially invites 

you to our Veteran’s Day Assembly at 

9:00 am on November 10th in the multi-

purpose room. Please feel free to invite 

a friend or family member who is a 

veteran to attend as we honor our 

veterans! 

http://www.moneycrashers.com/where-donate-used-toys/


SEARCH October Newsletter 

Kay O’Sullivan and Denise Corbo, Search Teachers 

Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test  

All Loudoun County third grade students will take the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test in October, 2017.  

The test will be given to students in their regular classrooms during their usual SEARCH time.  To help 

you, as parents, better understand the NNAT2, here are some frequently asked questions.   

1. What does the NNAT2 measure? The Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test 2 assesses school learning 

ability without requiring a student to read, write or speak. Instead, students rely on reasoning and problem 

solving skills to complete the test items.  

Many people assume that intelligence is differentiated in two categories:  verbal and nonverbal. The 

distinction refers to the content of the items on an intelligence test, not to the type of thinking or 

intelligence required. Verbal and nonverbal tests are two different ways of measuring intellectual ability.  

 

Currently in Loudoun County Public Schools, the main purpose for administering the NNAT2 is to 

identify students for gifted services in the area of general intellectual ability. The NNAT2 results may also 

be used to screen general ability for students whose school performance may be hindered by limited 

English proficiency.  

 

2. Why the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT2)?  
The NNAT2 was chosen because it was nonverbal.   LCPS was looking for a way to identify gifted 

students who may not perform well on ability tests with a large number of verbal items, including students 

with limited English skills or learning difficulties.  

 

3. What types of questions are on the NNAT2?  
There are four categories of questions on the NNAT2:  

 Pattern completion: requires the student to complete a pattern by determining both general 

orientation and design details of the missing portion.  

 Reasoning by Analogy: requires the students to recognize a logical relationship between several 

geometric shapes  

 Serial Reasoning: requires the student to recognize sequence of shapes and changes in a sequence  

 Spatial Visualization: the student must recognize how two or more designs would look when 

combined 

The geometric shapes and designs used for each test item are culture-free.   A sample test item from the 

NNAT2 is shown in the figure below (actual test items use blue, white and yellow because these colors are 

most easily perceived by those with color-impaired vision).          



 
 

 

 

4. Who will take the NNAT2?  
Currently, all third-grade students in Loudoun County Public Schools take the NNAT2 in the fall of the 

school year.   

 

5. How long is the test? 
The test has 48 items which must be completed in 30 minutes. 

 

6. How do I interpret the scoring report? 
Percentile ranks range from 1 to 99, and describe a student's test performance relative to other students of 

the same age in the national normative reference group. A student performing in the 95th percentile, for 

example, scored higher than 95% of the students at his/her age.  Ranks between the 25th and 75th 

percentile fall within the average range of normative expectations.  

 

7. If there is a significant discrepancy between a student’s performance on the NNAT2 and his/her 

achievement in the classroom, should I be concerned?  
Students may score well on the NNAT2 who do not demonstrate high levels of achievement in the 

classroom. The NNAT2 demonstrates that these students have the ability to succeed in school, though they 

may not have acquired the skills required to achieve at that high level. Alternately, there are students who 

are very strong in the academic domain who may score poorly on the NNAT2.  

 

The NNAT2 helps us identify students who may not demonstrate their ability on more traditional tests of 

knowledge because of limited English proficiency, language or learning difficulties, or other factors that 

may hinder achievement. It should be kept in mind that the NNAT2 scores give only one piece of 

information about a student.  As with any assessment, some tests will identify the strengths of students 

more than other tests.  

 

8. How does the NNAT2 help my child qualify for Gifted Education services?  
The NNAT2 is one of the tests used by Loudoun County Public Schools to identify students in the area of 

general intellectual ability.  

 

 

  



 



Potomac Falls Cluster  
Clothing and Coat Drive 

 
Cold temperatures may not have arrived yet but it’s around the 
corner.  We are collecting gently used out-grown clothing and coats, 
to benefit Sterling families and Mobile Hope.  Please bring only 
clean, gently used or new items in all sizes to Horizon for our 

Cluster Clothing Drive.   

 

 

Horizon is collecting clothes for distribution to families within 
the Sterling community and to benefit Mobile Hope during 
the month of October.  Each cluster school will collect 
clothes, and will come together at Potomac Falls High School 
for a cluster-wide, free no-sale clothing sale on Saturday 
October 28th starting at 9:00 am until 12:00 pm!  Help our students, their 
families, Mobile Hope and help your closets. 

All clothes can be dropped off into one of the boxes in the front entrance of 
Horizon during the month of October.   

 

Contact Amy Sandridge at Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org with any questions.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

  

mailto:Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/horizon
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/potowmack
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/rbms
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/pfhs


 



 



 

 

What's cooking in the Comet Cafe!?! 

Fall is here and it’s all about Pumpkin Spice lattes, corn mazes, apples, sweaters and football. The 
comfort food in the Horizon Comet Cafe will keep the kids all warm and cozy as the weather gets 
cooler.  I'd love to see more of the students coming down to have a great hot lunch in the Cafe.  We 
have the best Macaroni and Cheese (which is my personal favorite), spaghetti with meat sauce or 
alfredo sauce, chicken and waffles and BBQ pulled pork sandwiches.  We also have Vegetarian Chef 
salad, Traditional Chef salad and we're having Taco salad on October 12th.  There is something for 
everyone if you would like to have your child try.   

National School Lunch Week - October 9th thru October 13th.  So maybe you could have your child 
come on in and wish Ms. Teresa, Ms. Leila and me a happy Lunch Week.  My staff works really hard 
to make the best lunches possible and I know they would enjoy having the kids let them know they 
enjoy the food we make.  

Breakfast is available every day from 7:30 to 7:50 AM.  Children do better in school with a good 
breakfast so if you are running late and don't have time to get them breakfast I will be happy to 
have them come down to the Cafe for a hot breakfast or some cereal.  We have fresh fruit and fruit 
juice offered everyday along with milk and the entree.  Everyone can come down for breakfast and 
if they are running late and don't have time to eat it in the cafeteria they can take it back to class.  If 
you qualify for free or reduce lunches you can get free breakfast. 

Our Taste-It-Thursday item will be Mizuna.  It is a dark green serrated leaf plant that has a mild 
peppery flavor, slightly spicy but not as much as Arugula.  We will be trying it on October 19. 

I'd like to thank you for entrusting me with your child's lunch time meal.  We do take much pride in 
serving a healthy, well balanced meal every day.  I would like it if you could encourage your child 
to try the vegetables and fruit with their meal.  I remind them but sometimes they are too busy 
chatting to hear me.  I so enjoy seeing them all at lunch, they are all so polite and happy.  Feel free 
to come and have a taste of our lunches yourself.  

Rose Custer, Cafeteria Manager 

 

 



  
Horizon Elementary PTA News 

Hello Comets!  The school year has gotten off to a fantastic start!!  Movie night was a huge success.  We were very 

excited by the turnout and that everyone had a fun time.  It was so great watching Charlie Brown, Snoopy, and the 

rest of the Peanuts gang under the stars! 

 

We have also had a great start with other activities.  After School Enrichment Programs have been very popular this 

fall.  We have classes ranging from chess to soccer.  The turnout has been great.  If your student did not sign up for the 

Fall session, please keep it in mind for Winter and Spring. 

 

Spirit wear sales have also been very strong.  Everyone seems to love the new designs and styles.  We recently 

submitted all the orders, and we will be posting updates on our Facebook page when they arrive. If you have not done 

so already, please request to join our Facebook page, "Horizon Elementary School and PTA," to stay up to date. 

 

We also had our first general PTA meeting about a week ago.  At the meeting, we approved this year's budget and 

provided updates on changes that have been made to make PTA operations more efficient.  As explained at the 

meeting, we are considering a few changes to the bylaws to also help in that regard.  We would like a couple of parents 

and teachers/staff who are not currently on the board to join a committee to recommend those changes.  We plan to 

select that committee at our October meeting, so if you are interested please contact either Scott 

(president@horizonelempta.com) or Tara (volunteer@horizonelempta.org).  The date for the next meeting is Tuesday, 

October 10 at 6:30 pm.  

  

Please mark your calendars for upcoming events.  Monster Mash is returning on Friday, October 20, from 6:30-8:30 

pm!  We will be providing more details in the coming weeks.  Also, we will be holding Turkey Trot with a Pancake 

Breakfast on Saturday, November 18.   Please check out our webpage and Facebook page to keep up to speed with our 

calendar for this year. 

 

Finally, I wanted to provide a brief update on membership cards.  Our parent organization, Virginia PTA, is beta 

testing a new registration system.  We have been working with them, but they are still trying to get our system up in 

order to start processing membership cards.  We hope to have a better sense soon as to when membership cards will be 

coming, and will post updates once we have more information.  As many of you are aware, the membership cards 

provide for various discounts, and we know folks - including us - are patiently waiting to get them.  We are working as 

quickly as we can on our end, and hope to have updates soon.   

 

That's all for this month.  We look forward to seeing everyone at our next PTA meeting and at Monster Mash!!!!! 

 

    

 

                 
“Horizon Elementary School and PTA” 

  https://www.lcps.org/domain/7057 
 
 
 
 

 

 If you have not done so already, 

please consider joining our PTA.  The 

PTA sponsors many social and 

educational activities to enrich your 

child’s experience at Horizon 

Elementary.  You can view the many 

activities and volunteer opportunities 

on the PTA portion of our webpage: 

HORIZON PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Scott Levin, President 

Gina Tufano, SVP Educational Programs 

Cyndi Robbins, Treasurer 

Catherine Chang, Recording and Correspondence Secretary 

Chris Beauregard, VP Staff Relations 

Cyndi McCrea, VP Membership and Directory 

Jennifer Travis, After-School Enrichment Programs (ASEP) 

Abby Ghanta, VP Fundraising 

Kim Barry, Sprit Sales 

Liz Hall, VP Social Events 

Tara Fuller, Volunteer Coordinator 

Jennifer Ewing, Principal 

Amy Sandridge, Parent Liaison 

Sarah Payne, Teacher Liaison 

mailto:president@horizonelempta.com
mailto:volunteer@horizonelempta.org
https://www.lcps.org/domain/7057


 

  



  



 

 
 

WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) is a one-of-a-kind, 

school-based father involvement program that works to support 

education and safety. A program of the National Center for 

Fathering, see www.fathers.com/watchdogs/ for more information.  

 

The Horizon Watch D.O.G.S. volunteer program is starting now! 

You can join the program at any time during the school year. 

Volunteer shifts are available for as short as 20 minutes and up to a 

whole day. You choose what works best for your schedule.  A sign 

up genius is available monthly with volunteer opportunities. You 

can see the October sign up here 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4aa4ab22a0fd0-october2. A 

calendar will also be available at Donuts with Dudes on October 

11th and 12th. We will have information about the Watch D.O.G.S. 

program, a video presentation and the opportunity for questions 

and answers immediately following Donuts with Dudes. 

 

Join us on October 11th and 12th immediately following Donuts 

with Dudes to learn more about this great volunteer program and to 

sign up.  

 

Contact Amy Sandridge at Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org or 571-434-

3260 to get more information. 

 

  

http://www.fathers.com/watchdogs/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4aa4ab22a0fd0-october2
mailto:Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org


 



  



 

HORIZON ELEMENTARY  

2017-2018 

 

Welcome to Horizon Elementary!  We strive to make sure that each and every student 

has the necessary resources to help them achieve their best.  In this ever changing 

economic climate sometimes we find ourselves in need of outside resources and 

assistance.  If you would like to be considered for assistance with various in-school items 

such as field trip expenses, school supplies, after school PTA programs, etc., please fill in 

the bottom of this form and return to school as soon as possible.  All requests for 

assistance are at the discretion of the Principal based on availability of funds and 

materials.  By signing this form we are better able to reach out to those in need and will, 

from time to time, send home information and resources that become available. All 

information is strictly confidential and will only be shared with the necessary staff at 

Horizon. If you have a need, please fill in the bottom portion of this form and return in 

an envelope to the Parent Liaison, Amy Sandridge.   Any questions or concerns can be 

directed to the Parent Liaison, Amy Sandridge or the Principal, Jennifer Ewing. 

  

 

 

Student Name:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Teacher Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Parent Name (printed): _____________________________________________________  

Parents’ signature:          _____________________________  Date: __________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO AMY SANDRIDGE, PARENT LIAISON 

  



 

HORIZON ELEMENTARY  

2017-2018 

Bienvenidos a Horizon Elementary!  Nosotros ponemos una gran dedicación para 

asegurarnos que cada uno de nuestros estudiantes tenga todos los recursos necesarios 

para que ellos puedan dar lo mejor en la escuela.  En este ambiente económico tan 

cambiante, a veces nos encontramos en situaciones difíciles donde es necesario solicitar 

ayuda o recursos externos.  Si usted desea que se le considere para algún tipo de asistencia 

para articulos escolares,excursiones, fotografias, programas de después de clases (After 

School Programs), etc., por favor llene la forma al final de esta nota y envíela a la escuela 

lo antes posible.  Todos las solicitudes de ayuda quedan a discreción de la Directora y 

están basadas en los fondos y/o materiales que haya disponibles.  Al firmar esta forma, se 

nos facilita más poder ayudar a aquellos que realmente lo necesiten y, de vez en cuando 

también enviar a casa información con recursos y ayudas  que existen.  Toda la 

información es estrictamente confidencial y solo será compartida con el personal 

necesario de la escuela de Horizon. Si usted tiene necesidad de obtener ayuda económica, 

favor de llenar la parte inferior de esta forma y enviarla en un sobre con atención a 

Parent Liaison, Amy Sandridge. En caso de alguna duda o pregunta, favor de contactar a 

Amy Sandridge, Parent Liaison o, Jennifer Ewing, Directora de la escuela Horizon 

Elementary. 

  

 

Nombre del Estudiante:____________________________________________________ 

Nombre del Maestro(a):____________________________________________________ 

Nombre de Familia (con letra de molde): ______________________________________  

Firma:  _____________________________  Fecha: ________________ 

 

FAVOR DE ENVIAR A AMY SANDRIDGE, PARENT LIAISON 

  



Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

Please help us to make a smooth arrival and dismissal by reviewing the following procedures if you are 

dropping off and picking up your child/children: 

1. Student arrival and drop off can start once staff are on duty at 7:30 am each morning.  

2. Please consider arriving at school a little earlier on inclement weather days. We have very few cars from 7:30 to 

7:40 and then a mad rush from 7:40 to 7:50, which tends to back up the line and impact the number of students 

who end up being tardy.  The bell rings at 7:50. Any students not in their classrooms by 7:50 when the bell rings 

are counted as tardy.  

3. Car drop off is to the east side of the building. Pull all the way up to the first orange cone to allow 

as many cars into the Kiss and Go area as possible. If you get here first, please do not park along the 

circle, PULL ALL the way up to be courteous of other cars! C a r s  n e e d  t o  pull forward so that 

traffic does not back up on Broadmore Drive. 

4. When cars leave in front of you, pull as far forward as you can. 

5. NEVER get out of your car and leave it unattended in the drop lane. This blocks all the traffic and 

creates a backup.  

6. Speed limit in the Kiss and Go area should be no faster than 10 mph.  The difference in time from the entrance to 

the far cone is only 10 seconds; safety first! 

7. Children should be able to exit or enter the car independently. Parents who must assist their 

child/children should park in one of the designated parking spots in front of the school and walk the 

student across the crosswalk to the front entry of the school. 

8. Please do not use the designated handicapped parking spots if you do not have the legal 

authorization (placard/license plate) from the DMV.

  



 

 

 

 

OFFICE REMINDERS 

Students are permitted to enter the building each morning at 7:30 am.  Those students ordering breakfast may 
go straight to the cafeteria.  All other students will go straight to their classrooms to start unpacking and start 
their morning routines.  The start bell will sound at 7:50 am.  The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  
Students MUST be in their classrooms at 7:50 AM; arriving after that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, unless 
a doctor’s note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM must be escorted into the building by an adult.  
School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents picking up students prior to dismissal are required to sign them out in the 
main office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the main office.  Once in the office, you may sign 
in using the computer located on the front counter.  Any forgotten items should be brought to the office.  This will 
cut down on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the absentee line at 571-434-3261 
to report the absence or late to school information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a note in with your child in the morning.  
The office cannot redirect children after school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a 

change during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. 

2012-2013 Horizon PTA Executive Board   2012-2013 Horizon PTA Executive Board   

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 
enable you to participate meaningfully in any of 
our school programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 
Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five working 

days prior to the activity. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Horizon Elementary has areas designated for lost 
items such as lunch boxes, and clothing.  Students 
who misplace their belongings can check in the Lost 
and Found that is located outside the cafeteria by 
the water fountains.  Items of value or importance 
such as glasses, jewelry, and keys are kept in the 
front office.  If your child has lost an item, please 
encourage them to check in the Lost and Found or 
with the office secretaries.  Items that go unclaimed 
will be donated to a local charity at the end of 

each quarter. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to improving our 
strategies for increasing student achievement and in 
closing the achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, with parent 
input.  If parents are interested in participating in this 
process please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-434-
3260.  The plan is reviewed and revised throughout 
the year according to the results achieved.   

The 2016-2017 SIP can be found on the Horizon 

website at http://www.lcps.org/domain/7051. 

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 

Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org. 
You can also follow her on Facebook, 
"Debbie Rose- School Board"  

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - 
brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  

Beth Huck, At Large - lcsb@lcps.org 

 

HORIZON NOW ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER! 

Visit Horizon's new Facebook page to keep up to date on school events and happenings! Check us out 
at: facebook.com/HRZSterling and be sure to Like our page to get your updates. 

We are also on Twitter. Click the links below our calendar to follow us!  

https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling   https://twitter.com/HorizonElem 
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